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Galaxies are so vast they challenge our fundamental notions about  time and 

space, while offering a stage for a rich variety of  astronomical phenomena.  

Galaxies evolve via dynamic, tumultuous events, interacting— sometimes 

violently — with their neighbors, yet constantly changing from within.  These 

changes occur on temporal and spatial scales so far beyond the range of human 

experience that  galaxies falsely convey to our transient eyes the appearance of  

eternal tranquility.  Mateo will explore the remarkable properties of  galaxies, 

providing a glimpse into key aspects of their lives, and noting some of the 

challenges we face to comprehend the scales of  time and space that galaxies 

inhabit.

	 Mario Mateo is Professor of Astronomy at the University of Michigan.  

Mateo earned his PhD in Astronomy from the University of Washington, and sits 

on dozens of committees, including the Board of the Association of Universities for 

Research in Astronomy.  He is an internationally recognized leader in the area of 

stellar populations and dark matter in dwarf galaxies.  In addition to his scientific 

accomplishments, he designed and constructed several scientific instruments for 

use at major observatories like the Magellan 6.5m telescopes at Las Campanas 

Observatory, Chile.   More information is available at www.astro.lsa.umich.edu/

~mmateo/.


